
The Atlanta Streetcar:

Laying the Tracks for a Better Future



Atlanta is the capital of the US state of 

Georgia and the cultural and economic 

center of the Atlanta metropolitan area, 

home to 5,522,942 people and the ninth 

largest metropolitan area in the United 

states.

Atlanta, Georgia USA



The Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid 

Transit Authority or MARTA is the 

principal rapid-transit system in the 

Atlanta metropolitan area. It is the 

eighth-largest rapid transit system in 

the United States by ridership. 

MARTA operates a network of bus 

routes linked to a rapid transit system 

consisting of 48 miles of rail track with 

38 train stations. As of 2013, the 

average total daily ridership for the 

system (bus and rail) was 415,600 

passengers.

MARTA has a fleet of 554 buses, 140 

paratransit vans and 338 rail cars.

Atlanta, Georgia USA





Addressing Atlanta’s Critical Needs

• Clogged roadways

• Crumbling infrastructure

• Limited commuting options 

Atlanta Streetcar!



Dawning of a New Era 

• The Atlanta Streetcar will

• Transform how we get around

• Connect to existing transit

• Make Downtown Atlanta safer, friendlier, 

more walkable

• Build community



Reduce traffic congestion…

The Atlanta Streetcar Story Continues



•  200+ miles!

•  97M passengers!

•  Gone by 1949…

The Atlanta Streetcar Story



The line’s former trolley barn 

on Edgewood near the 

Inman Park-Reynoldstown

MARTA station, is now a 

venue for special events.

The Atlanta Streetcar Story

The first electric Atlanta 

streetcar launched its 

maiden journey Aug. 22, 

1889. It took 15 minutes to 

reach Inman Park.



Many cars were sold to 

Korea and continued 

operation in Seoul and 

Pusan.

The Atlanta Streetcar Story



One original Atlanta Streetcar 

remains in the Shoreline Trolley 

Museum in East Haven 

Connecticut.

The Atlanta Streetcar Story



More and more 

businesses 

established 

themselves on the 

streetcar route.

The Atlanta Streetcar Story

Families used the 

streetcar because 

they were fast, 

reliable, safe and 

inexpensive.



Offices and factories 

employing large numbers of 

people located their 

business on a streetcar route 

to ensure inexpensive, ready 

and convenient 

transportation for workers.

The Atlanta Streetcar Story

Developers used 

the streetcar to 

open up tracts of 

land for residential 

development.



The end of streetcars?

The Atlanta Streetcar Story



The Atlanta Streetcar Story Continues

•  Phase 1: 2.7 mile loop

•  Links historic sites and 

tourist attractions

•  Transportainment



The Atlanta Streetcar Story Continues



The Atlanta Streetcar Vehicle



The Atlanta Streetcar Vehicle



•  200+ miles!

•  97M passengers!

•  Gone by 1949…

The Atlanta Streetcar Schedule & Fare



The Atlanta Streetcar Capital Budget



The Atlanta Streetcar Construction - Complete



The Atlanta Streetcar Construction - Complete



Extensive community participation to 

•  Focus

•  Prioritize

•  Develop shared goals

Build Public Support



Build Public Support



Build Political Support



Communicate: Tell Your Story Well and Often



Keep Listening



Keep an Eye to the Future



Economic Development



Economic Development

STATUS
(thru August 11)

NO. PROJECTS* VALUE

Completed (since 2011) 35 $561 million

Under Construction 10 $172 million

Subtotal 45 $733 million

Planned / Proposed 24 $511 million

TOTAL 69 $1.244 billion



Economic Development

Recent Investment Announcements:

 Auburn Avenue Seafood at CityWalk/171 

Auburn Avenue: New full-service, sit-

down seafood concept

 Georgia Beer Garden at 420 Edgewood 

Avenue:  Renovation for a biergarten

exclusive for Georgia breweries

 186-206 Edgewood Avenue:  site 

development for 326 student housing 

units, 4,000 s.f. of ground floor retail and 

150 parking spaces



Economic Development
Planning, Policy and Public-Private Partnerships driving activity:

 Sweet Auburn Works, Inc.

Main Street Program established and gaining momentum

 M.L. King Jr. Landmark District Zoning Updates

Adopted in June

 Invest Atlanta Façade Improvement Grants

Award announcements in August

 Downtown Pop Up Retail Program

 Downtown and Auburn Avenue Opportunity Zone

$3,500 tax credit for 5 years for net-new jobs for                

qualified employers



What’s next



ATLANTA STREETCAR

OPENING IN 2014


